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intelligence had derived them. Readers were supposed
to know without instruction the nature of these things.
The authors assumed, probably unconsciously, that the
world is naturally to be comprehended in terms of an
engineer's conceptions.
The second edition of the Treatise was reviewed by
Clerk Maxwell in one of his last writings. He commented
on the authors' unsatisfactory discussion of the concept of
mass. The parent of twentieth-century physics appreciated
the limitations besides the excellencies of the school of
Thomson and Tait.
The writing of his share of the Treatise gave Thomson a
vast amount of hard work. He used to carry proofs with
him in trains and ships, and worry the printers by re-
writing and making long additions to the copy that had
already been set. The Treatise was written while Thomson
was occupied by the laborious preparations for the second
and successful Atlantic cable, his professional duties, and
an extraordinary number of additional scientific activities;
and published in 1867.
In 1873 he visited Madeira in connection with the laying
of a South American cable and met Miss Frances Blandy,
the daughter of one of the chief landowners on the island.
In 1874 he returned to Madeira and married her. Miss
Blandy became the most capable and affectionate manager
of Thomson's household. For the rest of his life she cared
solicitously for his well-being.
Thomson built a large country house at Largs, near
Glasgow, for the scene of his second married life. The
design was largely his own and ingenious, but hideous.
Owing to his engineering feeling the building was slightly
functional in intent, but he had the outside covered with
masonry in the Scottish baronial style. His house was
fitted with electric light in 1881, and was the first, or a very
early, domestic house to be lighted by electricity.
Thomson was interested in politics. During the first
half of his life he followed his father's Radical tradition,
and enthusiastically supported Gladstone's earlier campaigns.
He considered an invitation to contest the Parliamentary